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27th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Advent is almost here! Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent and on Monday we will be lighting the 
first candle on our Advent Wreath when we virtually come together for Worship. For many of us 
the arrival of Advent marks the beginning of our time of preparation as we look towards Christmas. 
 
Christmas plans and Face Masks I am sure that we have all listened to the various announcements 
this week regarding the regulations that are going to be in place both for Christmas and for when 
we come out of lockdown next week. We know that the situation is critical at present and that 
continued sacrifices are necessary to keep all those we know and love safe. Thank you to everyone 
regarding distancing at the school gate – please keep this up together with the increased wearing 
of masks – the wearing of masks is a very clear way of showing our love and care for one another 
– we all want to be with our chosen bubbles over the Christmas period, so now is the time to do all 
we can to enable this to happen – none of us want to be in isolation on Christmas Day. 
 
Sawyers Hall Lane Hopefully you will have received a Parent Hub message this morning containing 
a letter from Clare Kershaw, Director of Education in Essex. This letter highlights some important 
changes to the parking and pavements in Sawyers Hall Lane which will come into effect next week 
(30th November 2020). Over recent weeks all the schools in Sawyers Hall Lane have been engaging 
in the Sawyers Hall Lane Steering Group to discuss and explore the challenges in our area. Even in 
pre-COVID times parking, traffic and pedestrian safety have been high on our agenda but with the 
need for staggered start/finish times and social distancing this has become even more acutely 
important. I am very aware that this action by Essex Highways and South Essex Parking Partnership 
will bring mixed emotions. It is our understanding from conversations and discussions at the 
Steering Group that these measures are temporary and in response to concerns around lack of safe 
space for pedestrians and the need to promote social distancing. Separately, there are ongoing 
discussions to look at long term solutions to making Sawyers Hall Lane safer for all. Please can I 
ask you to support this change and if you drive and park in Sawyers Hall Lane can you do so legally 
and responsibly. These new restrictions will be enforced by the Parking Partnership Civil 
Enforcement Officers and will carry a penalty if breached. 
 
Y2B Class Worship was certainly the highlight of my week. Y2B led the second Class Worship of 
the year – and they were fantastic. They took the word Love as their focus. They shared a fantastic 
re-telling of ‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas. The Class Worship was recorded and shared by 
a private vimeo link with the parents of the children in Y2B. I am sure that the Y2B parents have 
really enjoyed this – could you drop Y2B an email and tell them? I know they would love to receive 
them – another way of the children receiving your applause!  
 
Class Eucharist Thank you to Father Mark for leading our Class Eucharist this week with Y2C. We 
focussed on the Feast of Christ the King in the Eucharist. The children showered Father Mark with 
lots of questions – I think they would have questioned him for hours given half the chance! Mrs 
Cumpstey and I were very proud of the children who read. Our next Class Teaching Eucharist will 
be for Y2B – next week. 
 
Christmas Decorations … to say that my Christmas team are starting to get excited is an 
understatement!! Our Christmas tree is arriving on Monday and so signs of Christmas will slowly 
be appearing around school. Thank you for the decorations which have been sent into school this 



week. As I said last week, I am told we are going for ‘the more the better’ look – and yes this is 
outside. So, if you have any spare decorations please continue to send them in! 
 
Christmas in School will be different this year – but will certainly be celebrated. I do not want to 
say too much here as I do not want to spoil future surprises!! I will, however, say – please keep an 
eye on ParentHub and ensure that you have your ‘alerts’ turned on! You may well receive some 
requests for your child to bring certain items into school – it would be incredibly helpful if you 
could do this promptly if you do receive such a request! 
 
Christmas dates for your diary On Friday 11th December we will be celebrating ‘Christmas Jumper 
Day’. The children are invited to come to school wearing their Christmas jumpers. We will be asking 
for a donation of at least £1 towards the vital work of ‘Save the Children’. 
On Tuesday 15th December we will be having a ‘Cosy Christmas Day’ and the children are invited 
to come to school in their pyjamas (with tights, t-shirts, leggings, socks etc underneath). We will 
be having a very Christmassy day, with some surprises and treats.  
On Thursday 17th December we will be having a virtual Christmas Eucharist. Further technical 
information will follow – Father Mark is the technical team for this! 
On Thursday 17th December we will also be having our ‘Christmas lunch in a bag’. We know that 
we would all love to be altogether in the hall, but it is paramount that at this time we keep going 
with our COVID-19 safe practices. There will be a menu form sent home on Monday. 
 
Seesaw Thank you to everyone who has explored Seesaw. I am sure that we will all get used to this 
new application in time. There will be work on Seesaw which has been completed in school – we 
would be grateful if this work is not re-visited and that only the work indicated as a CLJ or to be 
completed at home is accessed. Many thanks. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 27th November 
Y2C  Isla Shand   Y2B  Chiko Gausi 
Y21C –Y2  Fletcher Barnes  Y1  Dolly Davies 
Y1P  Albert O’Neill  Y1FA  Aashrith Batta 
RS  Evelyn Madden  RB  Bertie Taylor-Smith 
RN  Frank Crawford 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y1P with 98%. 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Luke’s with 99.8%. This is the first week 
this academic year that we have not had at least one house with 100% - I do hope it is the 
last. 
 
School Admissions for Reception intake September 2021 and Year 2 transition to the Junior 
School Just a reminder that the closing date for both the Local Authority Common Application 
Form and the School Supplementary Information Form (SIF) is 15th January 2021. 
 
Home-Start Essex Thank you to those of you who have already sent in gifts for Home-Start Essex. 
We are again supporting Home-Start as our Christmas charity, focussing on those who are less 
fortunate in our own locality and giving us a different charity to think about. Please talk to your 
children about the world in which we live and how we should think not just about ourselves but 
all people in need – be that through our actions, our prayers or our personal choices. Home-Start 
Essex is a family support charity which works across Essex. Their work includes a long-established 
volunteer home visiting service, offering emotional and practical help to families. We are asking 
for donations of Christmas sweets, chocolates and biscuits so that goody boxes can be made up to 
give to the families that Home-Start support. Please send your donations into school by Monday 
7th December. 
 
Global Neighbours Thank you for all the responses sent into school to the question:  

‘What do you think it means to be a Global Neighbour?’ 
We have received some fantastic responses including: 

‘All the countries are our neighbours so we help them and be kind’, Ollie, Y1FA 
‘Being nice to the whole world. Praying for others in the whole world’, Tinashe, RS 

‘Share and learn from other cultures to improve ourselves’, Matheo, RN 
‘Being friends with everybody in the World’, Hannah, Y2B 



‘Looking after nature. Not throwing rubbish in places we are not supposed to’, David, RN 
Thank you everyone for your responses – lots to think about. 
Together at Home starts the Christmas series with the story of John the Baptist. This activity pack 
is also attached to the ParentHub message. 
 
Think of a Question is a family challenge! Thank you for all the fantastic 
questions sent into school this week. We have received so many questions, 
including: 

‘Why is there a shadow and no person?’, Jacob, Y1FA 
‘Did someone lose their shoes?’, Jasper, Y2C 

‘Where is his face?’, Matheo, RN 
‘Is the man invisble?’, Albert, Y1P 

‘Did he fall out of his shoes and into the ice?’, William, RS 
‘Are the shoes floating away?’, Bertie, RB 

‘Is there a person standing there?’, Violet, Y2B 
‘Why is nobody standing in the shoes?’, Freya, Y1P 

 
The Friends of St Thomas’ are preparing advent bags for all the children in our school and in the 
Junior School. These exciting bags contain an activity advent calendar, some colouring and activity 
pages and an invite to the Parish alternative Christingle. These exciting bags will be given out on 
Wednesday after they have been quarantined in school – so something exciting to look forward to 
next week. 
 
Prayer Stars Your children will come home with ‘prayer stars’ for you and/or your children to 
write any prayer intentions you may have at this time of year. I know many of us have particular 
people and situations in our hearts at this time. Please return any stars with intentions to your 
child’s classteacher and they will be added to our Advent display, with the intentions being 
remembered at our Worship each day. 
 
Happy Advent! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher  


