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Dear Parents, 
 
It was lovely to have a whole school Christmas Eucharist yesterday. Yes, it was different, but it is 
so important for us to be able to come together as a whole school family in prayer, especially at 
this challenging time, and to celebrate the real meaning of Christmas. As always, I am very proud 
of the children who have really risen to all of our ‘new ways’ of doing things. 
 
I understand from some very excited voices that Father Christmas paid an early visit to school 
yesterday – I was not convinced that he would have been out travelling around so early but we did 
indeed have video footage of Father Christmas’ sleigh on the school grounds! 
 
I know that this is not the Christmas that any of us hoped or indeed longed for this year, especially 
with the statistics and Brentwood and the surrounding areas being placed into tier 3. This does, of 
course, place extra restrictions on our movements over Christmas. The last few weeks have 
certainly taken their toll on all of us and I know that many of our school family are anxious about 
the weeks to come. Challenging though it is, we all need to continue to be cautious in our activities 
in order to maintain our care for one another.  
 
During the week you have received two very important ParentHub messages with crucial 
information: 
 

On Monday 14th December you received a letter regarding what to do if your child has COVID 
symptoms and tests positive during the Christmas holidays. This letter is re-attached alongside 
this newsletter for ease of reference. It is critical that these guidelines are followed.   
 

If your child, or anyone within your household / close contact, does test positive later in the 
holidays which means your child will be isolating in January, please email the School Office. If you 
are unsure whether your child can return, please email the School Office with the full details and 
we will get back to you on Monday 4th January 2021. 
 

On Tuesday 15th December you received a letter to inform you that Monday 4th January 2021 will 
be a Remote Learning Day. The work for the Remote Learning Day will be available on Seesaw by 
8am on Monday 4th January. Every class will hopefully have an online session with their teacher – 
these links will be sent out closer to the time, when we are more aware of staff circumstances. This 
gives everyone the chance to become familiar with the technicalities prior to any further bubble 
closures. In order for your child to take part in online Remote Learning, please read the attached 
‘Remote Learning Agreement’ and complete the online form at https://tinyurl.com/RLAgreement. 
(There is no need for parents in Y2C or RB to complete this, as you have already done so). Please 
can this be completed by 31st December as, if this is not completed, we will not be able to ‘let you 
in’ to your child’s online session. 
 
Cosy Christmas Day was a lovely day in school – it really did feel like Christmas has arrived. 
 
School uniform Over the holiday please could everyone check that each item of school uniform is 
clearly labelled with your child’s name. Also, could you please check that your child returns to 
school with a complete PE kit – shorts, t-shirt, tracksuit bottoms and plimsolls that fit – again all 
clearly labelled with your child’s name. Many thanks in advance. 
 



Supplementary Information Forms for Admissions in September 2021 The closing date for 
applications to the Local Authority for children both starting school and moving on to the Junior 
School in September 2021 is 15th January 2021. Please ensure that any completed supplementary 
information forms are also returned to school by the closing date, 15th January 2021. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 18th December 
Y2C  Deonna Benard   Y2B  Alex Davies 
Y21C – Y2  Lydia Laing    Y21C – Y1 Sapphire Burrell-Green 
Y1P  Harry Daw     Y1FA  Millie Carter-Thornton 
RS  Sebastian Clark   RB  Elina Garn-Blow 
RN  Michelle Owusu-Sekyere 
 

 
Attendance Cup This week’s winners are RS with 83.4%. 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Luke’s and Saint John’s with the fantastic 
100%.  
 
Christmas Services at St Thomas’ Church Please take a look at the Parish website www.st-
thomas.org.uk for full details of all the services taking place at St Thomas’ during this final week 
of Advent and Christmas. As you will appreciate the Church is operating under restrictions – so 
when attending Church it is vital to remember to use the hand sanitiser provided, wear a mask and 
maintain the 2 metre distance from other households. Understandably, due to these restrictions, 
capacity will be limited.  
Sunday 20th December 8am Mass 
    10am Sung Mass 

6pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

Christmas Eve From 10am to 5pm Christingle Activity Day 
11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day   8am Mass 
10am Sung Mass 

 
Together at Home continues the Christmas series with the gifts of the Magi. This activity pack is 
also attached to the ParentHub message. You will also find attached ‘The Wise Men Still Seek Him’ 
scavenger hunt – this is my Remote Learning Day challenge for all the children. Your children will 
be coming home with a sheet to record their findings on – I look forward to seeing these on Tuesday 
5th January. This will also be available on your child’s Seesaw account on the Remote Learning Day. 
 
Homestart Collection of Christmas goodies Thank you to everyone for your generosity. The team 
from Homestart were absolutely delighted and thrilled with the collection of Christmas goodies 
and they are distributing them to families in need at this current time.  
 
School Meals Remember when we return to school on Tuesday 5th January, we will be on week 1 of 
our new menus, with southern fried chicken or quorn fillets. My thanks go to our amazing Catering 
Team – they have been incredible in the way they have continued operations in very challenging 
circumstances. Thank you ladies. 

 
I hope you all enjoy the Christmas holidays and sharing the time with 
your children. Your children continue to be a credit to you and the staff 
team. I thank all of you, and the whole staff team, teachers, learning 
support assistants and the office, premises, kitchen and midday teams, 
for your tremendous support throughout what has certainly been a 
different and challenging year. We are very blessed to have each other’s 
support and prayers. 

 
I wish you all a happy, peaceful and blessed time over the Christmas holiday and look forward to 
seeing everyone safely back in school on Tuesday 5th January 2021. 
 
Happy Christmas! 
 



 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


