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Dear Parents, 
 
Eastertide Eucharist Thank you to the parents and friends of the school who joined us for our 
Eucharist this morning. I am extremely proud of our children for their wonderful singing and 
behaviour and, of course, the children from Y2C who read and served. Well done everyone. 
 
Class Worship Our next class worship of the school year will take place next Thursday, 23rd May, 
and will be led by ROH. Parents, grandparents and younger siblings of children in ROH are welcome 
to join us for this worship at 9am. 
 
Reading at home The children in Reception have today chosen a book from any shelf in our school 
library. Please support your child to read the books if they are more difficult or help them to 
develop their comprehension skills if they select an easier read. Next week it will be the turn of the 
children in Year 1. 
 
Help us win £5,000 for our school library! Please help us win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for 
the school library - and get £100 for yourself! It is very easy - enter the competition online, it only 
takes a minute: http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools. Please ask your family and friends 
to nominate us ‘St Thomas of Canterbury Infant School, Brentwood, Essex’ – please put the full 
details so that we get all the valuable nominations! 
 
School Meals We will be on week 2 of our menus next week with meatballs on Monday. 
 
NSPCC will be visiting school on Monday. They will be speaking to the children in Year 1 and Year 
2. Please refer to the letter sent out yesterday on ParentHub for further information. 
 
Walk to School Week reminder from the Eco-Schools Committee It is Walk to School Week next 
week everyone! We hope that lots of you will be able to join in with this special week. Could you 
walk all the way, get off the bus one stop early or park a little distance away from the school gates? 
We all know that walking to school is also one of the easiest ways to improve our health; it’s free 
and great for the environment. It all helps! Remember: If you could walk to school even just once 
a week you will be saving the equivalent of 30 balloons full of carbon dioxide, so just imagine how 
much we could all save together! Happy walking everyone! 
 
School photographs A reminder that both class photos and a whole school photograph will be 
taken on Tuesday 4th June. Please pray for a dry day! Please could you keep this in mind when 
making appointments as it would be wonderful to have all the children in both their class 
photograph and the whole school photograph. We will be wearing summer uniform and it would 
be really nice if everyone had a school polo shirt or green checked dress to wear on that day; 
however, please also ensure that all children have a school sweatshirt/cardigan/jumper in school 
as well – you never know what the weather is going to be like! Thank you. 
 
BookTrust - Pyjamarama is on Friday 7th June. Everyone is invited to come to school in their PJs 
and bring along £1 to help BookTrust give every child a bedtime story. Money raised by taking part 
in Pyjamarama will help the BookTrust work towards their vision of making sure every child gets 
a bedtime story. For example: £25 could provide 15 pre-school children living in women’s refuge 
centres with their own book pack and £50 could provide 6 families from deprived communities, 
with additional support through their children’s centre, to develop a reading habit. Take a look at 
the BookTrust website for more information www.booktrust.org.uk. 
 



A message from the Worship Team Thank you to everyone who has sent in a beautiful 
thanksgiving butterfly. We have a lovely collection – but we are sure that there are many more 
special butterflies waiting to fly into school! Remember we would like you to write on the butterfly 
what you would like to say thank you for, then decorate and cut out your butterfly. All of your 
butterflies will be added to a display in our school, so that we can give thanks for everything. 
 
Christian Aid This week has been Christian Aid Week. In Worship on Wednesday we started to 
reflect upon our ‘global neighbours’ and how, in some parts of the world, access to education for 
all children is not as we would hope for. As part of Christian Aid Week, St Thomas’ Parish have had 
‘The Goodbox’ which is a contactless donation device to support the invaluable work of Christian 
Aid. ‘The Goodbox’ will be here in school, at the school office, on Tuesday and Wednesday of next 
week if you would like to make a donation to Christian Aid. Please take a look at 
www.christianaid.org.uk. Please talk with your children about recognising how fortunate we are 
and, perhaps as a family, take a moment to offer a prayer for those children and young people who 
do not have the same life chances as we are blessed with. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 17th May 

Y2N  Isla Coombes   Y2C Bugsy Utting-Fincham 
Y21P –Y2  Connor Furley  Y1 Bobby Reynolds 
Y1FA  Jack Northcott  Y1S Laura Oliveira 
ROH  Isabelle Goksel  RS Elira De’Milia 
RMN  Hattie Ricketts 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y1S with 99.6%. 
 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are St Matthew’s with the fantastic 100%. 
 
Smoke Free Policy As you would expect, the School has a Smoke Free Policy to protect all staff, 
governors, children and visitors. It is our policy that all staff have a right to work in a smoke free 
environment and that the school buildings and the whole school site (including the Junior School) 
and vehicles, when being used for school purposes, are completely smoke free. This policy applies 
to all staff, governors, consultants, contractors, children, parents and visitors. This restriction also 
applies to the use of e-cigarettes and other devices which use the process of ‘vaping’. Any behaviour 
or action associated with smoking is a poor example to set our children. I hope that I can rely on 
everyone’s support in this matter. 
 
Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. (Ps 47:6)  
Messages from Katharine Phillips, Director of Music at St Thomas’ Church: 
This year marks the 25th Anniversary of the Girls’ Choir of St Thomas of Canterbury Church, 
Brentwood. On Sunday 28th April, the girls sang the morning Mass and were treated to a special 
anniversary cake. The choir was founded by local musician, Nick Rayner, and, today, is directed by 
St Thomas’ Church Director of Music, Katharine Phillips. Katharine is new to Brentwood, having 
worked as a church musician in Canada and the US before returning to her native UK last year. 
With her husband, organist, David Phillips, she is looking for new choristers for the St Thomas’ 
Church Choirs which include, in addition to the Girls’ Choir (ages 7-14), the Boys’ Choir (ages 7-
14), and for adults, the Men’s Choir and the Becket Singers. The Girls’, Boys’ and Men’s Choirs 
rehearse weekly and sing the Sunday morning Mass and Evensong in turn throughout the month. 
The programme is designed to provide instruction in music theory and voice production while 
learning how to work as part of a team. Parents find that singing in the choirs gives children added 
confidence and is a supportive environment of peer learning and fun. If you would like more 
information about the church music programme at St Thomas’ Church and especially if you would 
like to join in, please contact Katharine Phillips, Director of Music: phillips.musik@yahoo.com or 
07722 826253. 
 

You are also invited to sing Mass with the choirs of St Thomas of Canterbury Church, Brentwood, 
on Thursday 30th May to celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. Special music includes: 
Mass for Four Voices by William Byrd and 'Lift up your heads' (Messiah) by G.F. Handel. Practices 
(as many as you can attend) will be held on Sunday, 19th May, 11.30am - 12.30pm, Wednesday, 22nd 
May, 8.15pm - 9pm and Thursday, 30th May, 7pm for the 8pm Mass. To get involved, please contact 
Katharine Phillips, Director of Music: phillips.musik@yahoo.com or 07722 826253. 
 



Think of a Question is a family challenge! Thank you for all the fantastic 
questions sent into school this week. We have received some really 
interesting questions including: 

‘Where is the person standing?’, Destiny, RMN 
‘Is this a reflection?’, Rishana, RMN 

‘Where is the person who is making the shadow?’, Stanley, RS 
‘How are those shoes balancing on the water?’, Isobel, Y2N 

If you have not yet sent in your question, there is a speech bubble at the 
end of the newsletter for your question. Please send any questions that 
you think of at home into school next week and they will be added to the 
whole school display...  
 
I hope that everyone has a lovely weekend and that all the children return 
refreshed for the final week before half term. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


