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Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year to you all. I hope that you all had as good a Christmas and New Year break as 
you could in the situation we found ourselves in. I will be honest – I was very thankful for a very 
quiet Christmas when it came! On behalf of all the staff, thank you to everyone for your cards and 
very kind gifts that we received at Christmas. These are very much appreciated. 
 
As you will imagine, this was not really the sort of newsletter I was planning on writing for the 
start of 2021. The new National Lockdown will have come as a blow to all of us but it is clear, given 
the alarming statistics which we are presented with each evening, that action was needed. I am 
aware that a number of families within our school family have been affected by coronavirus over 
Christmas – I do hope that everyone is on the road to recovery. 
 
Our staff team have been incredible this week, as they always are, in how they have switched to 
remote learning. I can assure you that it is not as simple as it sounds, re-planning face to face 
lessons with numerous practical resources into on-line lessons, but your children are so important 
to us that great things have indeed happened. Thank you to everyone for your messages of support 
sent into school – they are much appreciated and welcomed at this time. You will receive a 
ParentHub message with your child’s timetable for next week – these will be sent out on a weekly 
basis – so please refer to the correct week. There will be some tweaks to the timings to make things 
more practical for the teachers who are both teaching in school and delivering live input on-line at 
the same time – we are on a learning curve as to what works best. I will be doing a live hall story 
each week and either Father Mark or Father Matthew will be sharing a live worship each week – 
please ensure that, for both of these, you are in speaker view and that you are muted – this will 
really help these sessions run smoothly. 
 
It is essential that the provision in school for children of critical workers is taken up only when 
needed, as stated in the letter from the Local Authority shared with you on Wednesday: 
 

‘We need to ensure that the number of children and young people accessing the offer of provision in 
a school is kept to the lowest number possible. Therefore, even if you are a critical worker, if your 
child(ren) can remain at home rather than attend school, on some or all days, then they should. 
Please only use the offer of provision when it is crucial for you to undertake your critical role.  
 

If your child’s school feels that your role does not fit the critical worker criteria, you may be asked 
to verify this with a letter from your employer as to why you personally are critical to the COVID19 
response or to keep your children at home. If there is an alternative adult such as partner or second 
parent who is not a critical worker, you may be asked why your child(ren) are not able to stay at 
home as per the Government’s guidance. If the other adult is working at home or able to take leave 
from their non-critical job, this will be deemed as a safe alternative. 
 

Schools are open to provide care to enable critical workers to respond to the crucial role you will 
play in the response to the COVID-19 emergency, but you must also support your school and only 
use this offer of support if you have no alternatives for childcare for your child(ren). Clearly the 
more children and young people that attend an education setting the wider the risk of spreading the 
virus grows.’ 
 



I really do ask you all to support us in this, as this is the only way that we will be able to sustain 
our desired provision both in school and remotely – this will be compromised if our numbers in 
school increase. 
 
Arrangements for children coming to school Please can everyone remember the following: 
 

1. Arrival and Collection Arrangements: Y2C & Y2B 8.50am – 3.10pm 
       Y21C  8.30am – 2.50pm 
       Y1P & Y1FA 8.40am – 3pm 
       RS, RB & RN 9am – 3.20pm 
 

2. Please ensure that whoever is bringing/collecting your child is wearing a face 
mask/covering for the school run. 
 

3. Please wait on Sawyers Hall Lane by the pink ribbons – you will be waved down by a member 
of staff when it is time for you to come onto the school grounds. 
 

4. Please ensure that your child comes to school suitably clothed – coat, hat, gloves, scarf – it 
is very cold. Please also send your child to school with an additional jumper / fleece next 
week – as part of our coronavirus risk assessment – school is kept very well-ventilated, so 
an extra layer is needed! 

 
Feast of the Epiphany This week we celebrated the arrival of the Kings, reflecting on their journey 
and the faith they demonstrated by their journey. The Epiphany Blessing of homes is an old 
tradition in a number of cultures, asks for God’s blessing on homes, and reminds us to welcome 
visitors to our homes, something I know we all long to do. Traditionally, over your doorways, or 
on your doors, you inscribe 20 + C + M + B + 21. The first and last two numbers give the New Year, 
while C, M and B are the initials of the three Kings – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. CMB also 
symbolises the initials of the Latin words ‘Christus Mansionem Benedicat’ which means ‘May Christ 
Bless this House’. Perhaps this is something you might like to do for your home. 
 
School Admissions for Reception intake September 2021 and Year 3 transition to the Junior 
School Just a reminder that the closing date for both the Local Authority Common Application 
Form and the School Supplementary Information Form (SIF) is 15th January 2021. All SIFs, both 
Reception and Year 3 (ie for current Year 2 children), must be with the Infant School office by the 
end of the day on 15th January 2021.  
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 8th January 2021 
Y2C  Jasper Taylor-Smith   Y2B  Emily Wood 
Y21C – Y2  Hope Medland   Y21C – Y1 Ivanna Nyakuda 
Y1P  Hayden O’Brien   Y1FA  Joseff Rees 
RS  Jessica Joseph   RB  Cody Shurety 
RN  Joey Hardwicke 
 

Your stickers and affirmations will be sent out to you in the post. 
 
Together at Home I will be continuing to send out this resource. I started sharing this with you 
during our first lockdown and I know that it was appreciated. For me, one of the hardest things of 
the last ten months is to be not being able to gather the whole school family together for worship 
and this continues to be the case. There are many things in life that, when perhaps life is ‘normal’, 
we do not fully appreciate for the precious times they are. It would be good to know that we are 
all coming together from afar to reflect on the same worship theme each week. This week it is from 
Saint Mark’s Gospel and is focussing on Jesus’ baptism. 
 
As I said back in March, we know that the coming weeks are very uncertain and unsettling. At these 
times it becomes extremely apparent how important our school family is to us beyond the day to 
day learning that takes place. During this time of being apart and the critical social distancing, 
please keep each other in your prayers. During the first national lockdown, some of you will recall 
that I included a prayer in our weekly newsletter suggesting that we all tried to say this prayer as 
a family each day until we came back together as a whole school family – it would be wonderful if 
we could do this again – I know that I, together with all the staff, would really appreciate your 



prayers – this is one thing we can all safely do for each other from the safety of our own homes. 
Thank you. 
 
The entire staff send their love and prayers to each and every one of you and your families. 
 
With love & prayers, 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 

 

Dear Lord, 

We pray for our whole school family. 

May your peace be with us all. 

Let your love be with us all, 

Love of one another, love of mankind, love of life itself and love of God. 

Let us remember that as many hands build a house, 

so many hearts make our school. 

Amen. 

 

 


