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5th March 2021 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
I have been looking forward to writing this newsletter since 1st January 2021… I am really looking 
forward to seeing everyone back in school on Monday. It is wonderful to go home this weekend in 
the knowledge we all be moving on together from Monday. 
 
Hard though it is, we are still in lockdown and so we all have to continue to maintain our safe 
practices – masks, space and the all important handwashing. Many people have commented how 
much they are looking forward to 29th March – let’s all work together to do our best to make sure 
that meeting with loved ones and friends in garden, is something that we can all do. This will only 
happen if the data continues to improve and no-one is in isolation. 
 
As I said in my ParentHub message yesterday, obviously, we are still working and living in lockdown 
restrictions. Monday brings step 1 in the national journey towards leaving lockdown. We all need 
to continue to work together to keep everyone safe. Please read the protocol and expectation 
document sent out yesterday by direct message and complete the linked online form by Monday 
morning. 
 
The children will continue to be working in their ‘class bubbles’. This reduces the number of 
children and staff who would need to isolate in the event of a positive case of COVID within the 
school. The staggered arrival and departure times will continue – please see yesterday’s message 
for reminders of times and ribbon colours. Please do not line up ahead of time at either end of the 
school day – this will help arrival and collection to take place smoothly. All children will enter 
school via the pedestrian entrance. We do ask that social distancing, together with the wearing of 
face coverings whilst waiting to enter school is resumed – this is an important part of our 
procedures. Once you have seen your child into school please leave the premises and surrounding 
area to enable the next group of parents to arrive in a socially distanced manner. I do appreciate 
that this is hard as we will all be pleased to see each other, but this is a key part in maintain our 
protective measures for the whole school community to keep the infection rate down, which is all 
part of our full re-opening risk assessment. 
 
As part of these procedures staff and regular visitors to school have been invited to voluntarily 
take part in twice weekly lateral flow testing since the beginning of January.  
 
Attendance We look forward to seeing everyone – as you know school attendance is mandatory 
from Monday. This means that the normal rules for attendance apply.  
 
School Uniform We are still in winter uniform until the end of term. Please ensure that your child 
has an appropriate coat for school. As part of the COVID safe procedures – school is very well-
ventilated, so the children are welcome to bring an extra layer into school. I know that the children 
will have grown over this period of time, so if you find that shoes do not fit on Monday, please do 
not panic – a sensible alternative will be fine (not brightly coloured …).  
 
School Meals Mrs Turner and her team are looking forward to cooking for everyone from Monday. 
We have everyone’s menu choices and as a reminder we will be on week 1 on Monday, with pasta 
(tomato and basil or tomato and pepperoni).  



Things to remember on Monday … Please ensure that your child’s uniform is fully labelled – we 
know that returning to school and keeping hold possessions may well be a challenge next week, so 
please help your children by ensuring that everything, including their PE kit is fully labelled. Please 
ensure that there is a pair of tracksuit bottoms in their PE bag – we like to get outside as much as 
possible! Please bring PE kits in on Monday – especially Y1FA, Mrs Forbes-Buckingham is looking 
forward to doing gymnastics with you on Monday. 
 

The children will also need their book bags with any reading books that have been at home and a 
water bottle. 
 

They will also need to bring their ‘self-portrait’ (heads and shoulders) ready to be added to the 
whole school display in the hall – it would be amazing if we had them all back next week! Can we 
do this?! 
 
Remote Learning has certainly been different this week – I understand the Cat in the Hat, the Roly 
Poly Bird and an Oompa Loompa amongst other characters took over teaching at points this week! 
Thankfully normal service will resume next week!  
 
Internet Safety Rules and Agreement We are nearly there – thank you to the 85% of families who 
have completed this. If you did receive a direct message this week – please read the previously sent 
message and complete the online form. Thank you. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 5th March 
Y2C  Evelyn Austen  Y2B  Luca Sapiano 
Y21C – Y2  Lydia Laing   Y21C – Y1 Phoebe Smith 
Y1P  Matilda Bannister  Y1FA  Azriah Williams 
RS  Albert Dunnett  RB  Elodie Ball 
RN  Arne Riisnaes 
 

Your stickers and affirmations will be sent out to you in the post. 
 
Together at Home We now move to Saint John’s Gospel this week for the story of when Jesus 
cleared the temple. There is so much we can learn from this story and there is much to discuss. I 
hope that you can find some time to share this as a family. 
 
I know that there will be a mix of emotions over the weekend about next week and the return to 
school. There will be the mix of great excitement and uncertainty about what it will be like to see 
everyone. Please reassure your children that all of the adults in school are looking forward to seeing 
them next week and that we will care for them and help them flourish as we always do. Your 
children are amazing and, even if it takes a little while, to get back into the routine of school life, 
we will all be together and helping each other through the next part of this journey. 
 
Have a good weekend and see you on Monday. 
 
With love & prayers, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


