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Dear Parents, 
 
It was lovely to see so many of you at our Candlemas Eucharist this morning – I found it really 
quite emotional, that despite everything we could gather together for our Eucharist, children, 
parents, staff and governors. Thank you everyone for coming. Father Mark and I look forward to 
the day when we can all physically be together again. 
 
Thank you for all your emails and messages on Seesaw this week – I think we all needed a change 
as half term approaches. I am glad that everyone enjoyed their ‘Monday Motivation’ - I know that 
Mr Beales is already looking forward to next Monday! Same time, same link. 
 
It has been lovely to hear all about your ‘Screen-free day’ activities – it sounds like everyone had 
fun – I am sorry that I couldn’t arrange the weather! I hope that you all enjoy our next ‘Screen-free 
day’ on Wednesday – if white flakes appear – please enjoy – there are innumerable science 
experiments that you can work on …!  
 
I know and fully understand that we are all tired, one week and it is half term – a half term that 
everyone needs and richly deserves. As I said last week, if you need a break – take it, things will be 
better for the whole household. 
 
With only five days to go, it is really important that we do not let our high standards slip – please 
remember the online learning agreement – all the children do need to be appropriately dressed 
and sitting at a table with the appropriate resources – pencil and paper etc rather than their toys 
and the television on in the background. Please help us support your children – they need to ‘arrive’ 
at their zoom sessions ready to learn, just as you would bring them to school ready to learn. Many 
thanks for your support in this. 
 
Remote Learning timetables and links will be sent out as a direct message. 
 
Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 9th February E-safety (staying safe online) has always been crucial 
but is even more pertinent at this current time. As a school, we are committed to educating your 
children about staying safe online. This is part of our computing curriculum and, to support this, 
we will have a special focus on this on Tuesday in our remote learning – Safer Internet Day. Please 
take a look at https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2020. This website is full of 
useful information and activities for you to do with your children to support them in their 
understanding of the importance of internet safety. Please keep an eye on ParentHub and Seesaw 
as we will be reminding you of our school internet safety rules and agreement. 
 
Lateral Flow Device Testing of Staff has started, so please remember that with this comes the 
very likely possibility that we may have some asymptomatic staff in the staff team who will be 
identified and, therefore, need to self-isolate and this will also result in bubble closures for the 
children in school where appropriate.  
 
Easter Eggs Father Mark is bringing hope of good things to come! You can order your Real Easter 
Eggs through the parish online shop https://pcc-of-brentwood.sumup.link. There are milk, white 
and dark chocolate eggs available as well as fun packs of smaller eggs and the premium egg. Follow 
the link to place your orders. All orders need to be in by the end of February to enable free delivery 
to the Church. 



Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 5th February 
Y2C  Nathan Perks    Y2B  Connie Smith 
Y21C – Y2  Lydia Laing    Y21C – Y1 Sapphire Burrell-Green 
Y1P  Luke Shaw    Y1FA  Phoebe Tolliday 
RS  Lola Egalton    RB  Harriet White 
RN  Christopher Mercioniu 
 

Your stickers and affirmations will be sent out to you in the post. 
 
Candlemas Candles Thank you for the Candles sent into School – they have made a fantastic 
display! I hope you like the photo. 
 
Together at Home We move to Saint John’s Gospel this week – looking at the very start of his 
Gospel. I really like the ‘Alphabet Prayer’ activity – if you do this activity, I would love to see them. 
I have attached a sheet for this activity – please email it to admin@stthomasinf.essex.sch.uk. 
 
Some of you have very kindly asked how Mr L’Estrange got on with his RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 
– well I am surprised to say that his count was not dominated by pigeons (that’s all I see when I 
leave home in the morning)! We had a good variety of visitors but not vast numbers to our garden 
- he tells me that Monday would have been a much better day! He managed to tick off 9 birds on 
the tally sheet, so he was quite pleased with himself! 
 
I know that everyone is looking forward to the weekend – I know that our activities are limited, but 
a break from remote learning / working will be appreciated by everyone. 
 
With love & prayers, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 
Our prayer for our School Family during this time of being apart 

 

Dear Lord, 

We pray for our whole school family. 

May your peace be with us all. 

Let your love be with us all, 

Love of one another, love of mankind, love of life itself and love of God. 

Let us remember that as many hands build a house, 

so many hearts make our school. 

Amen. 

 


