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Dear Parents, 
 
Advent has certainly arrived – the children have been very excited about their various Advent 
calendars and I do hope that they are enjoying the lovely Advent bags from St Thomas’ Parish – 
such a thoughtful gift for all of our children. The children have also been enjoying Father Mark and 
Father Matthew’s daily episodes of the Christmas story. If you haven’t seen them yet – do take a 
look – they are available via the parish Facebook page (@StThomasBrentwood). 
 
We have had our first bubble closure this week – thank you to everyone for your support and kind 
words – we have indeed been very blest so far, but it does bring the pandemic directly to our school 
community. Despite the ending of the national lockdown restrictions, we are now in tier 2 which 
brings its own restrictions and it is essential that we all abide by these restrictions, hard and 
frustrating as they may be, as this is the way we can all take care of each other and our families. I 
am sure, like me, there are numerous things you would like, but are not yet permitted, to do (top 
of my list is hugging my 11 year old god-daughter), but it is critical that we keep going. Things feel 
tough at this time of year but we still have a journey ahead of us and we all need to come together 
and continue on our mission to do all we can to keep each other safe. 
 
Informing School Please remember that it is essential that, if anyone within your house has 
coronavirus symptoms, the whole household must isolate until a test result is received – if negative 
everyone can return to normal life, if positive the whole household must isolate for 14 days. Please 
keep us informed - this is a critical part of our role in keeping the whole school community as safe 
as is possible at this time. 
 
Arrival and Collection I am pleased with our punctuality this term – perhaps there are some 
positive effects of the situation! However, please do not arrive too early in the morning - some 
families have been arriving 10 minutes early and, whilst I love punctuality, at this time it does pose 
difficulties as our class bubbles have got muddled with other classes – we work so hard in school 
to keep them separate, please help us in the mornings with this. 
 
Face Masks Thank you for how you have all responded to my request last week – please keep this 
up as we go forward. We are out of lockdown but, as we all know, there is a very long way to go 
and none of us want to return to another lockdown or find ourselves in tier 3. 
 
Stamps I am sure that Christmas cards are beginning to fall through your door ... please keep the 
stamps ... remember that we are collecting them in aid of UK Air Ambulance, so please ask your 
friends and family to collect their stamps too! Thank you.  
 
School Admissions for Reception intake September 2021 and Year 2 transition to the Junior 
School Just a reminder that the closing date for both the Local Authority Common Application 
Form and the School Supplementary Information Form (SIF) is 15th January 2021. Thanks to Mr 
Kangethe (Victoria, RS) we will be releasing a virtual tour of our school for prospective parents next 
week – please tell your friends who are prospective parents to contact the School Office next week. 



Home-Start Essex Thank you to those of you who have sent in gifts for Home-Start Essex. We are 
asking for donations of Christmas sweets, chocolates and biscuits so that goody boxes can be made 
up to give to the families that Home-Start support. Please ensure that your donations are in school 
on Monday 7th December. Thank you everyone – these small gifts can make such a difference to so 
many lives. 
 
Christmas Cards Like everything else coming into school Christmas cards will need to be 
quarantined. Cards can be sent into school from Monday 7th December until Friday 11th December 
– the cards will be then quarantined over the weekend and Monday, with cards beginning to be 
distributed from Tuesday 15th December. Please work with us on this and ensure that all cards are 
in school by Friday 11th December. Please could you ensure that both surnames and class names 
are on the envelopes – this greatly assists the Post Office Team! 
 
Sawyers Hall Lane Thank you to everyone for your support with the new measures to increase the 
safe space for pedestrians and the need to promote social distancing. I know this does present 
some new challenges, but the ease with which an ambulance was able to travel down Sawyers Hall 
Lane at collection time on Thursday was good to see. As everyone experienced this week, these 
new restrictions are being enforced by the Parking Partnership Civil Enforcement Officers and will 
carry a penalty if breached. 
 
Class Eucharist Thank you to Father Mark for leading our Class Eucharist this week with Y2B. In 
the Eucharist we focussed on the start of the season of Advent. Father Mark was very impressed 
by Y2B’s questions. Well done to all the children who read. Our next Eucharist will be our Christmas 
Eucharist at the end of term. 
 
Christmas Decorations … I hope that you are all enjoying our Christmas garden – I know I certainly 
am! I am led to believe that an elf has taken up residence in the garden – I haven’t seen it yet, have 
you? I have a funny feeling it hides when I go into the garden! 
 
Christmas in School is certainly underway! Many of you will have received ParentHub messages 
this week regarding props and items of clothing – all I will say is – everyone is very busy!! As I said 
last week – keep an eye on ParentHub from next week! 
 
Christmas Jumper Day is next Friday, 11th December. The children are invited to come to school 
wearing their Christmas jumpers, together with their own clothes. We ask for a donation of at least 
£1 towards the vital work of ‘Save the Children’. The children will still need sensible footwear and 
a warm coat. 
 
Cosy Christmas Day is on Tuesday 15th December. The children are invited to come to school in 
their pyjamas (with tights, t-shirts, leggings, socks etc underneath). We will be having a very 
Christmassy day, with some surprises and treats. 
 
School Lunches Please ensure that both your ‘Christmas Lunch in a Bag’ and Spring Term menu 
choice forms are returned to school on Monday 7th December, if not already returned.  
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 4th December 
Y2C  Reithish Balasubramanian  Y2B  Destiny Odeyemi 
Y21C – Y2  Cooper Cole    Y21C – Y1 Liam Challis 
Y1P  Kemi Ogundehin-Veasey   Y1FA  Charlie Camfield 
RS  Oliver Maynard   RB  Ellis Sully 
RN  Poppy Hobbs 
 

 
Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y2B, Y21C and Y1FA with 99.3%. 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Luke’s with 99.8%.  
 
Together at Home starts the Christmas series with the story of Mary and the Angel. This activity 
pack is also attached to the ParentHub message. 
 



Prayer Stars Thank you for all the ‘Prayer Stars’ sent into school – all of your prayer intentions 
were remembered in our Worship today, as they will be between now and the end of term. 
 
This Sunday is the second Sunday of Advent and on Monday we will be lighting the second candle 
on our Advent Wreath when we come together for Worship. I hope you all have a good weekend.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher  


